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Classroom grants to enhance student learning ¢ Exceptional teachers to staff our classrooms

LIFT turns 20!

This year, we celebrate 20 years of LIFT!
The LIFT program (Loan Initiative
for Future Teachers) selected its first
recipient during the 2005-2006 school
year. The LIFT program is a ‘Grow-
Your-Own-Teacher’ loan forgiveness
program. It is designed to encourage
talented students to enter the teaching
profession and teach in Salina Public
Schools. Recipients sign an agreement
to complete their teaching degree

and to teach one year for each year

of support. Recipients receive up to
$5,000 each academic year for up to
three years, starting their sophomore

year. Since LIFT began,
38 recipients have
completed the program
and fulfilled their LIFT
loan requirements.

The Salina Education
Foundation is proud

to report that 26 of
those are still teaching
in our schools. What

a testament to the Hotkowe it & news

POl DORSEY / Sl Ja sl

Eaysbe Rowssn (canter), o junics “I{'nm\lbll')ﬂﬂ University, Ealics Tespitiy with Martha Ahes (eft) and Jos

ng Fowson as the firet recipient of the Loan inftiathe lor Future Teachers.

thh.mﬂms-uu[mxnminmum Hodges is president. LIFT ia & a program of the foundatisn.

mission that Salina
Public Schools are
the best place to
learn and work!

LIFT Background and Timeline

LIFT = Loan Initiative
for Future Teachers

2001: The Creating the Future Priority
Action team begins talks with SEF
about a ‘grow-your-own’ teacher
program. The joint committee creates
a preliminary framework, and the
Foundation researches the issues,
refining the program design. LIFT is
designed as a forgivable loan program
to encourage students to enter the
teaching profession and return to
teach in Salina Public Schools.

2003: LIFT receives full board
approval, and the Earl Bane
Foundation commits a $240,000
matching gift to LIFT.

2004: Fundraising begins
for the LIFT program.

“So, | want to say thank you.
Thank you to the donors, the
trustees, USD 305, and the
Salina Education Foundation
for believing in programs like
LIFT. Thank you for investing
not just in me, but in countless
teachers who have returned
and will return to serve our
community.”

Kaysie Chrisman
SEF’s first LIFT recipient

2005-2006: Fundraising match

achieved, fundraising continues
(and does to this day). The LIFT
committee selects the first LIFT

Education LIFT

Wesleyan student is first recipient of teacher initiative program

recipient, Kaysie (Rowson) Chrisman.

2011-2012: Five LIFT recipients
are teaching in USD 305. The total
number of recipients is now up to 11.

2014: The goal of a $1,000,000
endowment to support the LIFT
program was reached. Nineteen
students have received the LIFT
award, totaling $175,000 in
support for future teachers.

2025-2026: SEF celebrates the 20th
Anniversary of the LIFT Program.
Thirty-eight LIFT recipients have
taught in USD 305, fulfilling their
LIFT loan requirements. Twenty-six of
those continue to teach in Salina Public
Schools! Fifteen LIFT students are in
the pipeline to become future teachers.



Welcome New Trustees

Eric Holmes is a
native of Salina and
chose real estate as

a career because

he finds building
relationships to be
meaningful in both
his personal and
professional life. Eric
and his wife Lisa have been married
since 2007 and have two daughters,
Kaylee and Kenah. Lisa owns and
operates Flipping Fabulous, a furniture
store in Downtown Salina. Besides
attending his daughters’ volleyball,
basketball, and track events, Eric and
his family enjoy fishing together. Eric
has a genuine passion for the game

of golf and also
enjoys cooking,
particularly BBQ.
Sharlene Ramsey
began her teaching

career in 1990 with
USD 305 and has

SEF Welcomes

New Superintendent,

Mr. Heath Hogan

SEF was honored to have Mr. Hogan as one of the featured
speakers at our Fall Breakfast. The Superintendent of

USD 305 serves as an ex officio member of the Board of
Trustees. Mr. Hogan is a
1996 graduate of Fort Hays
State University with a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Education. Mr. Hogan
received his master’s degree
from Fort Hays State and

is working toward his
doctorate at Kansas State
University. He worked

at Garden City Public
Schools, USD 457, for 25 years, serving in many different
roles. His time there was spent as deputy superintendent,
human resources director, elementary school principal, and
teacher. Mr. Hogan served as superintendent of Smoky Valley
Public Schools, USD 400, before joining USD 305 in July of
2025. We welcome Mr. Hogan to Salina Public Schools!
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also worked in the Abilene, Southeast
of Saline, and Smoky Valley school
districts. Now enjoying retirement,
Sharlene lives in Salina with her
husband, Jon. She cherishes the time
spent with their children—Bailey

and his wife, Michelle, Elyse and her
husband Jon—and their grandchildren,
Greyson and Halle. With a continued
passion for education and supporting
teachers, Sharlene enjoys volunteering
and substitute teaching in the Salina
district, where both Michelle and

Elyse also teach.

Marcie Wentzel

just retired from
USD 305 after 33
years of teaching

at Grace E Stewart
and Meadowlark
Ridge. She is a Salina
native who graduated from KSU and
received her master’s degree from
Southwest Missouri State University.
Her husband Mark is an engineer, and

i

they have two children, Dylan and
Allie. She was raised in a household
of educators and is excited to support
teachers by being on the SEF Board of
Trustees. Her passion remains for kids
and supporting education through
substitute teaching and involvement
in various community organizations.

Retiring Trustees

During their annual meeting on
August 20¢, the board of trustees
recognized the following retiring
trustees: Tim Blake, Gabe Grant,

and Michelle Peck. Salina Education
Foundation’s executive director,

Kate Lindsay, expressed gratitude

for the remarkable contributions

of these trustees. Their dedication

has significantly benefited the
Foundation and its mission to support
students and staff. We extend our
heartfelt thanks to them for their
unwavering commitment to the Salina
Education Foundation’s vision.

-

Horizon Award

LIFT recipient Grace Baughman has been named
the Elementary Horizon Award winner for 2025-
2026. The Kansas Horizon Award program,
sponsored by the Kansas State Department

of Education, provides all school districts the
opportunity to nominate one elementary and one
secondary teacher. To be eligible for the award,
teachers must have successfully completed their
first year of teaching and have performed in such
a way as to distinguish themselves as outstanding.
A preschool teacher at Heusner Elementary
School, Grace has established a happy and
stimulating learning environment where children
look forward to learning new things every day.
SEF was thrilled to award Grace’s class with a
Sudden Opportunity Grant, providing supplies
so they could use the flower beds at Heusner

Elementary for their lessons on the life cycle of a
seed, seasons, and weather. What an outstanding
lesson for those students! Congratulations Grace!

Salina Education Foundation




Fall Breakfast celebrates 20 years of LIFT

The Salina Education Foundation
held its annual Fall Breakfast to
honor donors on September 18 at
the Salina Country Club. The New
Dawn Singers from Salina South
High School provided entertainment.
Guests heard uplifting remarks

from Superintendent Hogan and
past recipients of the LIFT program
(Loan Initiative for Future Teachers).
Three LIFT recipients—Kaysie
Chrisman, Lauren Cox, and Cameron
Munk—shared how being a part of
the LIFT program influenced their
professional journeys and solidified
their dedication to teaching in Salina.

In 2006, Kaysie Chrisman became
SEF’s first LIFT recipient. A Salina
native, she has spent the past 18 years
teaching at South Middle School. LIFT
enabled her to complete her education
and begin her teaching career in her
hometown. Kaysie said her LIFT loan
was a “$7,500 investment that has

had a ripple effect on nearly 1,800
students. In my classroom file cabinet,
I keep pictures of every class I've
taught over the past 18 years. When

I flip through those photos, I see
siblings, cousins, and now even the
children of my very first students.”
What a powerful testament to the
long-term impact of SEF’s support!

Lauren Cox, also from Salina,

purchase analog
wristwatches for
each of her third-
grade students,
supporting them
in meeting state
standards for
telling time.
“Earning and
receiving the
Loan Initiative for
Future Teachers
provided me with

an opportunity
to not only pursue my goals but

also give back to the school district
and community that contributed

to my personal development.”

Cameron Munk, a kindergarten
teacher at Schilling Elementary,
has been with SPS for five years.
She has used SEF grants in her

social-emotional books to support
her students’ transition into school
for first-time students. “Not only
did SEF help me with my education
and help place me in a district that I
love working for, but the SEF grants
continue to help make kindergarten
a great place to learn and play”

The Salina Education Foundation’s
grants and scholarships are funded
through the generosity of donors
from the community, including
USD 305 teachers & staff, Business
Partners, Charitable Foundations,
and individuals committed to
providing enhanced educational
experiences for students.

This year’s event was made possible
by the generous support of the
following sponsors: Bank of Tescott,

classroom in innovative ways—from
organizing color-themed spirit weeks
to reinforce color recognition, to
providing doodle boards that build
fine motor skills, to purchasing

is currently the Math Coach at
Oakdale Elementary School. Cox
shared how SEF funding helped her

Be Wealth, Bennington State Bank,
Hickory Hut, and Woods & Durham.
JRI Hospitality, Arrow Printing, and
Pronto Print provided in-kind support.

-

Grant Partners

The work of the Salina Education Foundation is supported 100% through
the generosity of individuals and businesses in our community. Your
support of our programs demonstrates a strong commitment to a healthy
community. Local businesses seek employees who possess critical thinking
skills and can adapt to the ever-evolving needs of their businesses. Perhaps
this is the year you fund a specific grant. We can help you match the

topics that are important to you with projects happening in Salina Public
Schools. Contact Kate at kate.lindsay@usd305.com or 785-309-4729.

salinaeducationfoundation.com
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~ 7\ Board of Trustees, 2025-26 Friend us on Facebook!

Our Mission Darla Hassler .........cceeeeeerererenn. Chair
Jeff MES ..o Vice Chair
To promote & support Austin Hoppock ..............c....... Past Chair &
: Julie Richardson ....................... Secretary
educ_atfonal excellence by Crystal Stuart .............ccoceeeee. Treasurer We're also on Twitter.
providing resources to enhance Kate Lindsay............... Executive Director
opportunities for the students and Heath Hogan .. Superintendent, Ex Officio
staff of Salina’s Public Schools. Megan Dupy Erin Smith
Jim Fletcher i
As part of its mission, the trustees of Eric Holmes T'ffa”.y Snyder And Instagram too!
the Salina Education Foundation: Lisa Mahler 30””{6 Welty
Manage and grow endowment funds, Sharlene Ramsey ~ Marcie Wentzel ' @
grants, and gifts for specific schools, Samantha Romey  Jacob Yarochowicz

programs & scholarships
1511 Gypsum

Award grants to teachers seeking to P.O. Box 797 NON PROFIT ORG
enhance instruction S.ali.na Kansas 67402-0 US POSTAGE

_ , 74 797 PAID
Identify and support, through SALINA 785-309-4729 SALINA, KS 67401
forgivable loans, outstanding Saline Education Permit No. 140
County residents seeking to become Foundation RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

teachers in USD 305.

Build community awareness and
support of the Salina Education
Foundation

Our Vision

Unite the community to
support excellent public schools.

Help Make A Difference. Join Salina Education Foundation Today!

YES! | want the BEST for all students in the Salina
School District! Gifts are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.

(] $3000 or more 2ist Century Club
[] $1000-2999 SEF Benefactor

[] $500-999 SEF Patron

(] $100-499 SEF Supporter

[} $10-99 SEF Friend

[] Please send more information

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

Make checks payable to:
Salina Education Foundation

PO Box 797
Salina, KS 67402-0797

Contribute via PayPal:

Create a lasting legacy and include Salina Education Foundation in your estate plan.




SALINA
Education
Foundation

Partners in Education Fall 2025

Donors by Giving Level from
07/01/2024 to 06/30/2025

21st Century Club
($3,000 and above)

Anonymous

Earl Bane Foundation

Great Plains Manufacturing, Inc.

Greater Salina Community
Foundation

Greater Salina Community
Foundation Harry J. & Ann Lee
Jett Designated Fund

Mahaska

Milton & Frances Stiefel
Foundation

Morrison Foundation

Salina Regional Health Foundation

Verla Nesbitt Joscelyn Foundation

Carolyn Hofer and
Mark Zimmerman

Benefactor
($1,000 to $2,999)

Anonymous

Roy and Donice Applequist

Bank of America Employee Match
Cary Brinegar

Kim and Conee Brown

Bill and Ruth Cathcart-Rake
Clark, Mize, and Linville, Chtd.
Tim and Lori Harner

Horejsi Charitable Foundation, Inc.

John and Gig Jones
Kansas Gas Service

Gail & Cheryl Konzem
Jerry Lundgrin
McCownGordon Construction
John and Karen Mize
NEA Salina

Linda Nelson

Janice Ostrom

Sid and Susy Reitz
Rolland and Sharon Zier

Patron ($500 to $999)
Mark & Patricia Bandre

Bob Barhydt
Blue Beacon
Exline, Inc.
Randy and Lisa Graham
Hickory Hut BBQ
Tim Holm
Miles Homelvig
Gene and Peggy Hulstine
JRI Hospitality
Kenneth Rearwin Fund
L&S Building Contractors. Inc.
Kate Lindsay
Long McArthur, Inc.
Larry and Barbara Marshall
Rex and Lynda Matlack
Larry Myers & Diana Stewart
Pinion
Sandi Renz
REPCO
Lesa Rodene- Larson
Bob and Linda Salem
Amy & Ken Stonebraker
George and Marcia Troutfetter
Dr. Gary and Mary Ann Weiner
Eryn Wright
Dexter Eggers and
Ann Zimmerman

Supporter ($100 to $499)

Ad Astra Books & Coffee

Advantage Trust

Roger and Pam Allen

American Family Insurance ~
Daran Neuschafer

Donald Atwill

Bank of Tescott

Bank of the Plains

Loren and Sue Banninger

Be Wealth ~ Brandon Ebert

Mike and Mary Nell Beatty

Bennington State Bank

Benson Accounting

Mike and Debra Berkley

Richard & Leah Blanchard

Gail Boyer

Danielle Bradrick

-

Grants and Programs

21st Century Advantage Grant: awarded annually for
creative and innovative classroom projects

Sudden Opportunity Grant: quick turnaround grant for
projects that come up unexpectedly

LIFT Program: awards up to $5,000 per year for Saline
County residents who wish to become teachers

Outside-the-Box Grant: awarded annually for projects
that take students outside the typical classroom setting

Pete and Rosie Brungardt

Ardis Bryan

Karen Buhler

Pam & Darrell Burgoon

Kathleen Burkle

Cathleen Cash

Central National Bank

Central Plains Diesel and Repair

Century Business Systems, Inc.

Champion Seminars ~ Phil
Coleman

Nancy Chandler

Brandon Cheeks

Mark and Angela Coble

Kylie Comeau

Complete Floor Covering, Inc

ComPro Realty, LLC

David Cooper

Michelle Cooper

Amy Counts

Dustin and Heather Denning

Jan and Gary Denning

Tina Donnelly

Troy Donnelly

Dustin Dooley

Drs. Cooper, Banninger, and Ebert

Drs. Driver & Clark

Janet DuBois

Gary and Rita Dunlap

Glenn and Kay Engelland

Equity Bank

Tom and Pam Evans

Exchange Bank

Curt & Linn Exline

Julie Falcon

Patti Fiorillo

Michelle Forney

Nedra Fortmeyer

Dena Foutch

Dave Freeland

Yolanda Gay

Larry and Sue Geiger

Helen Graves

Jason and Cathy Graves

Zella Gwin

Patricia Haas

Nancy Hampton

Hampton & Royce, L.C.

Hannebaum Grain Co., Inc.

Sharon Hauser

Jeff Hayes

Kathleen & Tom Haynes

Wilber and Judy Helm

Amy Berkley Hemmer

Hineman Farms

Joe and Pam Hodges

Deirdre Hoff

Mike and Polly Hoppock

Kim Householter

Tom and Cassandra Hutchinson

Stephanie Johannes

Paul & Linda Johnson

Ginger Jones

Mark and Carolee Jones

Paul and Carol Junk

Don and Debbie Kaiden

Kathryn K. White CPA, PA

Kari Keck

Rhonda Kelley

Key Rexall Drugs

Barbara Kollhoff

Mike & Lucy Kollhoff

Debra Kolste

Kroger Community Rewards

Krista Linenberger

Karen Liudahl

Lynette Lorenson

James Lumley

Marietta Dental Care

April Mayorga

Paul and Brenda McDaniel

Gayle and Jane McMillen

Susan Montoy

Sarah & Dave Morris

Beth & David Morrison

Wendy and Dusty Moshier

Mowery Clinic LLC

Charlotte Nelson

Norton, Wasserman, Jones, and
Kelly LLC

SALINA EDUCATION FOUNDATION P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 67402-0797 ® 785-309-4729




Lawton & Barbara Nuss

Heidi Paquin

Wilma Pearse

Pestinger Heating and Air
Conditioning

Carrie Pierce

Scott and Vicki Price

Calla Raasch

Mike & Susan Ramage

Shanna Rector

Darcee & Carl Redden

Rebecca Rhaesa

Martha Rhea

Richardson Petroleum

Amy Rundquist

Drs Chris & Abbey Rupe

Ryan Mortuary

Salina Area Chamber of Commerce

Salina Surgical Center LLC

Salina Urology Associates

Kathy & Arnold Schmidtberger

Jessica Shurts

Boyd and Heather Smith

Larry and Joy Smith

Smoky Hill Construction LLC

Melanie Terrill and Mike Soetaert

Soggy Dog Salon & Suites

Solomon State Bank

Southwind Physical Therapy

Marshall and Janice Stanton

Melanie & John Stavropoulos

Ryan & Crystal Stuart

Bill and Jennifer Sturges

Total TurfCare, Inc.

Kenneth Trickle

Deborah & Lyle Turner

USD 305 Library Staff

Heather Villanueva

Dorothy Wallace

Kimberly & Dee Warren

Watson Electric

Betsy Wearing

Kevin Weishaar

Bonnie Welty

Marcie & Mark Wentzel

Shilind Wheaton

Monte and Penni White

Woods and Durham

Julie Work

Jacob Yarochowicz

Betty Yockers

Friend ($1to $99)
Jana Adamson

Cynthia Adcock

Tina Akers

Jim & Adrienne Allen
Mary Andersen

Sue & Richard Arensman
Andy Armbrust

Ginger Armbrust

Donna Augustine-Shaw
Megan & Justin Baird
Rebecca Baird

Chris Barkley

Tyler Barnes

Nancy Bauer

Deborah Beckmeyer
Marvin Bennett

Marilyn & Bruce Benyshek
Big C Gambino’s Pizza LLC
Amber Bird

Amy & Blake Blackim
Lori Blake

Wes and Kristin Blake
Sherry Bledsoe

Rebecca Bowman

Cheri Boyer

Damon Boyer

Marcy Boyer

Carol Brandert

Denise Brin

Kirsten Bruce

Patrick Bryant

Jennifer Buchholz

Terri Burr

Brad and Jeanne Byquist
Lyric Cairns

Jay and Tina Caldwell
Lynnette Caldwell

Amy Calhoun

Vana Campbell

Collin Carlson

Orlando Carmona
Deanna Carpenter

Nikki Chamberlain
Michael Chambers & Jim Loader
Doris Cheney

Scott & Kaysie Chrisman
Katherine Clark

Randy and Jan Clark
Brent Conner

John Corman

Lauren Cox

Bridget Crow

Don Crow

Deanna & Larry Cullins
Larry Cullins

Diane & Kirk Cusick
Anna Dechant

Max and Karma DeForest
Krista Devoe

DipJar

Brad Dix

Emma Doherty

Amanda Ediger

Melinda Eitel

Robert Elbl & Jane Muench
Steven and Tanya Ewing
Brian Eyer

C.D. & N.S. Fischer

Rita Fischer

Candy Fitzpatrick
Christina Flax

Amanda Francisco

Mike and Mechelle Fuller
Betty Garrison

Joanne Gartner

Susan Gaskill

Paul Gebhardt

Brenda Geist
Matthew Gerry

Kynan & Megan Gibson
Ashley Gilpin

Carla Gish

Amy Green

Jennifer Griffin

K.G. & Michele Griffitts
Janet Hall

Lisa Hall

Melanie Hammond
Elisha Hampton

Teri Harrington

Darla & Jason Hassler
Jennifer Hastings
Dianne Haubein

Joe and Mary Hay
Cathy Hayes

Dean Heckethorn
Amanda Hitchens
Darlene Hoeffner
Keith and Sue Holmes
Tresha Hoover

Deena Horst

Deborah Howard
Patricia Huerta
Brooke Jennings
Debra Jensen

Kelley Jones

Linda Jones

Barbara Karlin
Jennifer Kay-Higgins
Teresa Kickhaefer
Angela King

Brittany Kisner
Lakewood Faculty
Amy Langen

Lori Lankhorst
Claudene Lassman
Glenn and Sue Laubhan
Susan Lawless

Tina Layton

Teressa Leach
Charles and Cheryl Leahy
Kathryn Leiding
Audra Levis

Amanda Littell

Abby Liudahl
Lorenson Industries
Susan & Bill Lorentz
Tiffany Lowe

Ericka Lysell

Randy Maag

Lisa Mahler

Greg Maring

Jennifer Maring
Jennifer Marshall
Aaron and Jessica Martin
Angela McClain
Preston & Erin McCorkle
Heidi McCready

Pam Mclntyre

Sara Mehl

Kristin Menzies

Gary & Jerry Mitchell
Kelly Mobray

Lindsay Modin
Samantha Moran
Sheila Mortimer

Mr. Freeland Design
Donna Munsch

Jacy Murphy

Nancy Niles-Lusk

Lisa & Patrick Ochs
Dan & Julie Oliver
Michelle Owen

Marian Page

Jessica Painter

Katrina Paradis
Michelle Parks
Zoeanne & Kevin Patrick
Lisa Peters

Shannon Peters

Jayme Peterson

Travis Peterson

Traci Pfeifer

Jessica Picolet

Amy Pihl

Professional Hearing Center
Lindsay Radiel

Joyce and Dick Ratcliff
Toni Renfro

Chelbie Riedel

Betsy Rittel

Kevin Rittel

Debra Robertson

Linda & Ben Rohrer
Solomon Rose

Twila Schneiders

Kerry & Kelly Schneweis
Mark & Mary Schreiber
Raegan Shamburg
Dawn Sheforgen

Cari Slothower

Tyler & Shauna Smith
Ariana Stavropoulos
Janelle Stelter

Amber Stroda

Saralyn Szyndlar

Jill Thelen

Cynthia & Bryan Thompson
Nancy Thompson
Stephanie Turowski
Waddle’s Heating & Cooling
Dee and Kim Warren
Cheryl Werth

Mary & Randy Wiehl
Joelle Wolters

Gloria Woods

Cathleen Yarochowicz
Alyssa and Tyler York
Zey Real Estate
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